EXODUS 1 - WHY SUFFERING?

INTRODUCTION

ILLN The Titanic

100 years today, on 15 April 1912, there was a tragedy that has stayed with us right to this day.
The Titanic sank in the North Atlantic Ocean when she struck an iceberg. She had left from
Southampton on her maiden voyage amongst much rejoicing. She was the largest ship afloat
at that time and was thought to be invincible. But 5 days later she lay at the bottom of the
freezing ocean with over 1500 of her crew and passengers were drowned.

When such tragedies happen we may wonder “Why did God allow this?”

The fact of suffering is the greatest challenge to the Christian faith.

C S LEWIS: The problem of pain - If God were good he would wish to make people happy. If
God were powerful he would be able to do as he wished - make people happy. But people are
not happy so God is lacking in either goodness, or power or both.

Theologians and philosophers have wrestled for centuries with the problem of suffering and no
one has ever come up with a simple and complete solution.

What does the bible have to say?

Primarily a practical book. Stories about people. Does not address the issue as a theological
concept. Butit does give insights into the reason why there is suffering and the fact that God
does care and is able to work for good through suffering.

REASONS FOR SUFFERING

There are 3 main reasons why there is suffering in the world.

ILLN DUCKS

1. Died of natural causes - part of life in our world
2. | left them out and killed by a stoat - my fault

3. Someone left a dog to fend for itself - someone else’s fault

THIS WEEK - SOMEONE ELSE’S FAULT



PROBLEM OF EVIL COMES FROM FREE-WILL
WHY DID GOD CREATE PEOPLE TO HAVE FREE-WILL?

God loves us and wants us to love him.

ILLN Robot

Imagine someone you love - imagine them as a robot . They talk, they move, they are
programmed to always do what you want. You can interact with them but you cannot have a
relationship with them.

A robot cannot love. We are not robots but people created in the image of God - that means
the possibility of choice.

Love cannot be forced or pre-programmed into us; it can only be love if there is a real choice.
God gave people the choice and the freedom to love or not to love, to live as he intended or to
go against his will.

When people choose to go against God’s will it results in suffering.

Much of the suffering in the world is the result of other people’s sin -
global -war, starvation, disasters

individual - violence, selfishness, adultery, theft, abuse, unkindness.
95% of suffering due to others’ sin

EXODUS 1

Genesis - Joseph - Jacob & family to Egypt

New dynasty - Pharaoh saw potential for free labour to build his cities.
Played on Egyptians jealousy - Goshen fertile land.

Played on fear - Lies - Israelites will fight against us

Egyptians made Israelites into slaves.

WHY DID GOD ALLOW IT?

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE?

Paralyze pharaoh? Strike him dumb? Give him a heart attack?
Cf. Moses kills Egyptian but next day Hebrews fight —

“Will you kill me also?” (Ex 2:14)

When should God intervene?

Eg .getting angry, shouting, insults, physical violence - not practical.
Free-will means free to choose evil as well as free to choose good
Only way is to take away free will. We become robots



CAN GOD BRING GOOD OUT OF EVIL?

1. MOVING US ON

Israelites - The Lord intended them to have their own land —

freedom, independence, worship him.

Promise to Abraham. Canaan. Difficult but opportunity to trust him.

Egypt easy life. Forgot the Lord. Egyptians gods. Assimilated with Egyptians

God wanted to bring them back to Canaan but they would not move from Egypt while they
were happy and settled there. The first step to moving them on was to allow dissatisfaction -
slavery caused that dissatisfaction.

APPLICATION

The Lord may have some good purpose for us but we cannot see it or are unwilling to accept it
until we experience suffering.

God uses suffering to move us on physically, emotionally or spiritually

STORY: JOB IN A HOTEL Woman said | had given wrong change but she had stolen money. |
got the sack. Got another job nearer home, better hours, nicer boss, lunch included.

2. HELPING OTHERS IN THEIR SUFFERING

Our suffering enables us to understand other people’s suffering and to help them.

The midwives did not have children - a tragedy in that society - understood how precious each
child was - defied Pharaoh - helped Israelite women

QUOTE: CHRISTOPHER COMPSTON

“Over 23 years ago, my first son Harry died after only 36 hours. At the time, his death seemed
monstrously unfair and, in one sense, it undoubtedly was. Now, with hindsight, | am quite
certain his death was one of the best things that has ever happened to me in that it began the
process of breaking me down so that, with God’s grace, | could begin to understand how other
people felt and how other people suffered.”

APPLICATION

The Lord allows us to experience suffering so that we will care about others.
If you have suffered injustice you will care about others suffering injustice ...
If you have suffered abuse ...

If you have suffered poverty ...

ILLN

Own suffering motivates someone to do something to change things for the better
Husband brain tumour - not diagnosed in time - change to hospital system
Someone’s daughter killed at accident blackspot - improve safety of junction
Someone’s grandson dies of drug overdose - youth clubs



CONCLUSION

ILLN: HANDLEY MOULE

Minister who had the task of visiting the relatives of 170 miners who had been killed in a
mining accident. While he was wondering what to say to them, he picked up a little bookmark
his mother had given him. As he held it up, on the reverse side of the crocheted bookmark
there was a tangled web. There was no rhyme, no reason, no pattern, nothing. But on the
other side it said, “God is love”. The world may seem a tangled web, but behind it all is the
love of God.

When Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers he did not understand what good purpose
God had in allowing it to happen, but years later as governor of Egypt, providing food during
the famine, he said to them, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good - the
saving of many lives” (Gen 50:20)

When the Israelites were enslaved by the Egyptians they did not understand why God had
allowed it but years later they saw God’s deliverance and provision of a land of their own as
the most significant event in their national history.

When Paul made his plans to visit the Christians in Rome he did not intend to do so as a
prisoner. But he had written to them some years earlier and told them that “In all things God
works for the good of those who love him” (Ro 8:28) and so from his prison in Rome he was
able to assert that truth and tell the Phillippians that what had happened to him had “really
served to advance the gospel” (Phil 1:12)

We may not understand why there is suffering in our lives or in the world today, but we can
believe that God IS good, and God IS powerful.

God is able to work all things for the good of those who love him, and through us he is able
to work for the good of other people in their suffering.



